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The Power of Darkness 
by Leo Tolstoy 


Russia has always fascinated the west with its mysticism and searching 
agony, yearning for a better life, and the impact of the dream on a 
population well accustomed to hardship. The current events in the USSR are 
just a continuation of a long tradition of myth-making. Ever since the 
time of Tolstoy, revolutions were the domain of the aristocracy, the 
intelligentsia, the middle class - the collective dream of those that have 
escaped the lot of agrarian Russia. Tolstoy’s drama touches the heart of 
the Russian existence and its main protagonist - the peasant. As a serf, a 
free man, and later as a member of the collective farm, the peasant always 
followed a predestined way of life - the church, the authorities, the 
geographical isolation and the struggle for survival - His dreams ; were 
impregnated with the alchoholic intoxication of passion and unfulfilled 
desire. The Power of Darkness is the story of a woman attempting to break 
away from the mold to fulfil her beauty and youth. It is not murder, but 
the scream of the individual that finds an outlet in violence. Unlike 
most of the works written at the time, the heroes of the play are not 
Nikita and Anisia but a whole community that undergoes a profound change 
underneath the imbecilic appearance of the peasant. 

It is a rare opportunity for the young, wonderful performers and tech- 
nicians, myself and you, the audience, to know this eternal and masterful 
work that has never been performed before in North America. Once again, I 
want to compliment the theatre department for filling the vacuum that the 
professional theatre had refused to touch. 


Alexander Hausvater 


pha 


Fal i 


DB CLARKE THEATRE 
EXITS [lo 
EMERGENCY EXITS === 





oP 
3 
| | 





yu 
) 
a po 
aes 


CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY OF FINE ARTS 
DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE 


THE DEPARTMENT OF THEATRE OFFERS 


BFA SPECIALIZATION IN THEATRE PERFORMANCE 

BFA SPECIALIZATION IN DRAMA IN EDUCATION 

BFA SPECIALIZATION IN DESIGN FOR THE THEATRE 

BFA JOINT SPECIALIZATION IN PLAYWRIGHTING 
(ENGLISH & THEATRE) 

BFA MAJOR IN THEATRE 





